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PARENTAL NOTIFICATION 
Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended in Dec. 2015 by the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) makes it clear that Congress expects local educational agencies 
(LEAs) and schools receiving federal funds to ensure that parents are actively involved and 
knowledgeable about their schools and their children’s education. The law requires schools to give 
parents many different kinds of information and notices in a uniform and understandable format and, 
to the extent practicable, in a language that the parents can understand. Listed below are some of 
these required notices that must be made to parents by school districts or individual public schools. 
 
Teacher Qualifications and Highly Effective Teachers 
At the beginning of each year, an LEA shall notify parents that they may request, and the LEA will 
provide, information regarding whether professionals are highly effective, including the qualifications 
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✓ the parental right to inspect any instrument used to collect personal information before it is 
distributed to students.  

 
Districts must give parents annual notice of an adoption or continued use of such policies and within a 
reasonable period of time after any substantive change in such policies [20 U.S.C. 1232g]. 
 
Public Release of Student Directory Information 
Under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), an LEA must provide notice to parents 
of the types of student information that it releases publicly. This type of student information, commonly 
referred to as “directory information,” includes such items as names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers and is information generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. 
The notice must include an explanation of a parent’s right to request that the information not be 
disclosed without prior written consent.  
 
Additionally, ESSA requires that parents be notified that the school routinely discloses names, 
addresses, and telephone numbers to military recruiters upon request, subject to a parent’s request 
not to disclose such information without written consent [§8025].  
 
A single notice provided through a mailing, student handbook, or other method that is reasonably 
calculated to inform parents of the above information is sufficient to satisfy the parental notification 
requirements of both FERPA and ESSA. The notification must advise the parent of how to opt out of 
the public, nonconsensual disclosure of directory information and the method and timeline within 
which to do so [20 U.S.C. 1232g] [ESEA §8025]. 
 
Military Recruiter Access to Student Information 
Districts receiving federal education funds must notify parents of secondary school students that they 
have a right to request their child’s name, address, and telephone number not be released to a 
military recruiter without their prior written consent. Districts must comply with any such requests 
[ESEA §8528(a)(2)(B)]. 
 
Parent and Family Engagement 
A district receiving Title I funds must develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents and 
family members of participating children a written district-level parent and family engagement policy. 
Each school served under Title I must also develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, 
parents and family members of participating children a written school-level parent and family 
engagement policy. If an individual school or district has a parent and family engagement policy that 
applies to all, it may amend the policy to meet the requirements under the ESEA [ESEA Title I, Part A, 
§1116(a)(2)] [20 U.S.C. §6318(b); (c)].  
 
Parents shall be notified of the policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent 
practicable, provided in a language the parents can understand. Such policy shall be made available 
to the local community and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the 
school [ESEA Title I, Part A, §1116(b)(1)]. 

 
Schools must: 

✓ hold at least one annual meeting for Title I parents;  
✓ offer a flexible number of meetings;  
✓ involve parents and families in an ongoing manner in the planning, review, and 

improvement of Title I programs;  
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✓ methods of instruction used in the program in which their child is participating and methods 
of instruction used in other available programs;  

✓ how the program will meet the educational strengths and needs of their child;  
✓ how the program will specifically help their child learn English and meet age-appropriate 

academic achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation;  
✓ the specific exit requirements for the program; 
✓ in the case of a child with a disability, how the program meets the child’s IEP objectives; 

and  
✓ information about parental rights detailing the right of parents to have their child 

immediately removed from such program upon their request and the options that parents 
have to decline to enroll their child in such program or to choose another available program 
or method of instruction.  

 
For a child not identified as an English learner prior to the beginning of the school year, the district 
must notify parents within the first two weeks of the child being placed in such a program [ESEA Title 
I, Part A, §1112]. 
 
Homeless Children  
To be eligible for McKinney-Vento funds, the school must provide written notice at the time any child 
seeks enrollment in the 
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academic enrichment. The results of evaluations shall be made available to the public upon request, 
with public notice of such availability provided 
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